
HELPING NORTH AMERICAN 
BUSINESSES SET UP IN THE UK

ABG R

Working with clients in North America to establish and grow 
their businesses
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Arram Berlyn Gardner LLP is registered to carry out audit work in the UK and Ireland by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.  Details about our audit registration can be viewed at www.auditregister.org.uk under reference number C006321677.  Arram Berlyn Gardner 
LLP is not authorised under the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 but we are able in certain circumstances to offer a limited range of investment services to clients because we are members of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.  We can provide these investment 
services if they are an incidental part of the professional services we have been engaged to provide. Arram Berlyn Gardner LLP is a member of EuraAudit with worldwide representation. 

Arram Berlyn Gardner (AH) Limited is registered in England with the company number 9178155.  ABG and Arram Berlyn Gardner are registered trademarks of Arram Berlyn Gardner LLP and trading names of Arram Berlyn Gardner LLP and Arram Berlyn Gardner (AH) Limited and both are regulated 
by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales for a range of investment business activities. ABG Corporate Finance LLP is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA).  

Important: This publication has been written for the general interest of our clients and contacts and is correct at the time of going to print. No responsibility for loss occasioned to any person acting  or refraining from acting as a result of material in this publication can be 
accepted.
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H E L P I N G  N O R T H 
A M E R I C A N  B U S I N E S S E S 

I N  T H E  U K

Arram Berlyn Gardner is a medium sized firm of Chartered Accountants established in 
London’s West End in 1965.  Today we have a team of over 110 professionals helping 
clients establish and grow their businesses in the UK and beyond.   

In order for a business to be successful local knowledge is extremely important as well 
as specialist expertise and familiarity with local cultures and compliance requirements.  

As chartered accountants, registered auditors, tax and business advisers, our team 
provides all the professional advice and support you need. 

If you are a North American business looking to enter the UK market ABG can help.  

Arram Berlyn Gardner is regulated by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England 
and Wales and are members of EuraAudit International. 

EuraAudit International is an association of independent tax and accounting firms each 
regulated in their own jurisdiction providing us with worldwide representation.  We 
currently have connections in 91 towns and cities worldwide and access to over 1,500 
tax and accounting professionals.  

Mark Rubinson, Partner
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T H E  U K  A S  A 
B U S I N E S S  H U B

Whether you wish to use the UK as a home for your business or wish it to act as a hub to facilitate your access to a 

wider market there are a number of benefits available to support both.  The UK’s strong business environment and it’s 

competitive tax regime are two firm benefits and we have set out further details below: 

Dividends - An exemption from tax on dividends received in almost all circumstances was introduced from 1 July 

2009. Unlike some other countries, the exemption is 100 per cent, there is no holding or minimum underlying tax 

rate requirement.

Established interest deductibility regime -  The UK continues to offer tax deductions for interest expense subject to 

limitations based on level of EBITDA, external debt and anti-avoidance provisions. The UK rules have recently been 

updated to ensure compliance with the BEPS recommendations.

Substantial shareholdings exemption - The UK offers an exemption from corporation tax on chargeable gains 

made on sale of shares in trading companies for investments in which the UK company has had a substantial 

shareholding.

Territorial tax system -  The UK operates a territorial tax system for companies, where the focus is on taxing profits 

earned in the UK. As well as the dividend exemption, companies may elect to exempt overseas branches and 

benefit from the Controlled Foreign Company regime.

Extensive treaty networks -  The UK has a large number of tax treaties (over 130) and bilateral investment treaty 

networks, significantly reducing the level of withholding tax on royalties, dividends and interest both into and out 

of the UK.  There is no withholding tax on dividends under domestic law.

Tax incentives for innovation  -  Profits in the Patent Box regime are taxed at 10%.,  Research & Development relief 

for all companies.  Tax-deductible amortisation on most intellectual property.  A broad variety of government grants 

are also available for investment in R&D and innovation.

Customs duty and VAT rates -  Value Added Tax (VAT) has a main rate of 20% which is broadly in line with the 

average EU standard rate and is applied to both goods and services. Certain supplies are exempt from VAT (no VAT 

on the supply, but no refund of the VAT incurred on the costs of supply), while others are at a reduced rate (5%). 

Uniquely, the UK also has a broad range of zero-rate supplies, which means VAT on the supply is 0% but input 

VAT may be reclaimed. • Currently customs duties only apply to the imports of certain goods from outside of the 

European Union.

Personal tax - Significantly lower employer and employee social security tax rates.  Competitive personal tax rates, 

which helps to attract overseas talent. Flexible private pension schemes. Expatriate incentives for secondees 

including detached duty relief: tax deductions on accommodation, subsistence and home-to-work travel for 

secondments under two years; overseas workdays relief: tax exemption on workdays performed outside of the UK, 

subject to condition; and  remittance basis of taxation: currently a tax exemption for non-UK-domiciled individuals 

on non-UK source income/gains which are not remitted to the UK.



* These services will be carried out by ABG Corporate Finance LLP who are authorised and regulated by the FCA.
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• Company formation

• Setting up an LLP

• Business structuring

• Provision of registered  
 office facilities

• Provision of company  
 secretarial services

• Advice on transfer   
 pricing

• Establishing and setting 
 up a payroll scheme

• Registering the entity  
 with the UK tax   
 authorities

• Setting up a UK bank   
 account

• Tax advice

• Tax planning

• Raising finance*

• Due diligence

• Mergers and    
 acquisitions*

• Personal tax

• Corporate tax

• International tax
 

• Corporate Tax 
 compliance

• Personal tax    
 compliance

• Payroll management

• Bookkeeping and   
 management    
 accounts

• Year-end accounts   
 preparation

• Audits

• UK VAT

UK MARKE T ENTRY ADVISORY COMPLIANCE

E N T E R I N G  T H E  U K  M A R K E T

HOW WE HELP BUSINESSES CONSIDERING ENTERING THE UK MARKE T AND 

PROVIDE ASSISTANCE WITH ONGOING UK COMPLIANCE  
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POTENTIAL FUNC TIONS THAT CAN BE CARRIED 
OUT BY A UK HUB COMPANY 

HOLDING COMPANY

A UK company can hold shares in worldwide subsidiaries. 

Dividend exemptions and exemption from tax on gains on sale of shares 
are available.  

PRINCIPAL

A UK company can act as the key commercial hub for the region.

The UK offers low corporation tax rates and access to a skilled workforce.

IP CENTRE

A UK company can hold the group’s intellectual property.  

IP amortisation, patent box and potentially the R&D incentives may well 
be available. 

TREASURY CENTRE

A UK company can perform the treasury function for the group.  

such a company would have access to capital markets.

TOPCO

Worldwide groups can create their ultimate parent, the “TopCo” in the UK.  

The benefit of having a UK TopCo would be to gain credibility as a result 
of the UK’s status as a global financial centre.
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Attractive business 
environment

Strong economy

Central time zone

Good transport infrastructure

English language, giving access 
to world markets

World leading for numerous 
industries and financial 

sectors including creative, 
finance, tech and pharma

Top class universities and R&D 
infrastructure

Attractive location for 
employees to access good 

schools and leisure facilities 

Diverse workforce
 

UK has one of the lowest 
headline CT rates in G20 - 

19% reducing to 17% in 2020

Relatively low social security 
when compared to other 

European countries

BUSINESS 
ENVIRONMENT

SKILLED 
WORKFORCE

BUSINESS TAX 
REGIME 

W H Y  A R E  B U S I N E S S E S  S E T T I N G  U P  I N  T H E  U K ?

OUTLINED BELOW ARE A FE W OF THE REASONS WHY BUSINESSES F IND SE T TING UP IN THE UK 

SUCH AN APPEALING PROPOSITION.. .

R&D credits giving “above the 
line” benefit for large businesses

IP amortisation gives tax 
deduction for post April 2002 IP

Patent Box fives 10% tax rate on 
certain profits from patented IP 

A regime of tax credits for 
creative industries 

Territorial tax regime largely 
seeking to tax only UK related 

profits

Tax-free sales of subsidiary 
companies

Extensive treaty network 
which limits withholding 

taxes

Interest deductibility rules
 

HMRC engagement before 
businesses commit to move 

to the UK

Ongoing certainty available 
through tax agreements 

and other corporate 
tax clearances often in 

accelerated time

Same regional grants 
available plus practical help 
from the government’s UK 

trade and Investment.

INNOVATION TERRITORIAL TAX
 REGIME

GOVERNMENT SUPPOR T 
AND CER TAINT Y 
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ARRAM BERLYN GARDNER’S TEAM WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH THE PRAC TICAL 

HELP, PROAC TIVE AND PROFESSIONAL ADVICE THAT YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS 

TO HELP IT SUCCEED AT E VERY STAGE IN ITS L IFE CYCLE.. .

BUSINESS LIFE CYCLE

SEED & 
DE VELOPMENT STAR T-UP ESTABLISHMENT EXPANDING MATURIT Y

“AT  A B G  W E  W O R K  A LO N G S I D E  O U R  C L I E N T S  TO 
P R O V I D E  T H E M  W I T H  T H E  R I G H T  A D V I C E ,  AT  T H E 

R I G H T  T I M E,  W H I C H  H E L P S  T H E M  S TAY  A H E A D ” 

M A R K  R U B I N S O N ,  PA R T N E R
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MATURIT Y

“As a fast growing business, we 
have benefited greatly from ABG’s 
expertise, proactive approach 
and willingness to understand 
our business and the goals we are 
seeking to achieve.”

CLIENT TESTIMONIAL
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OUR SER VICES
Audit 

Accountancy

Auto-enrolment

Bookkeeping

Business start-up

Cloud accounting

Company secretarial

Company structuring and re-structuring 

Compliance and assurance services

Corporate tax planning, compliance and advice

Due diligence

EIS and Seed EIS investment advice

Financial planning

Fund-raising

Inward investment

Management buy-outs

Mergers and acquisitions

Outsourced accounting

Payroll

Personal tax planning, compliance and advice

R&D Tax credits

Share option schemes

Succession planning 

VAT planning and compliance 

Wealth protection 

If you would like to arrange an initial consultation to discuss any of the 
above services please contact us on + 44 (0) 207 330 0000
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OUR PARTNERS

Victor Dauppe

Mark Rubinson

Filiz Zekia
vdauppe@abggroup . co .uk

mrub inson@abggroup . co .uk

fzek ia@abggroup . co .uk

Ian Hughes

Paul Berlyn

Paul Morris
ihughes@abggroup . co .uk

pber lyn@abggroup . co .uk

pmorr i s@abggroup . co .uk

Richard Durell
rdure l l@abggroup . co .uk

Jean-Francois Lefort
j f l e for t@abggroup . co .uk

Gary Jackson

Julie Piper

John Donohoe

g jackson@abggroup . co .uk

jp iper@abggroup . co .uk

jdonohoe@abggroup . co .uk



Arram Berlyn Gardner LLP
30 City Road, London, United Kingdom, EC1Y 2AB

Telephone 00 44 (0)20 7330 0000
www.abggroup.co.uk 
abg@abggroup.co.uk

 Chartered Accountants, Registered Auditors, Tax and Business Advisers


